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JAPAN PLATFORM (JPF)
MINUTES OF INTER-AGENCY MEETING

Date / Time: 14 May 2011, 13:00 — 15:30
Place: Otemachi Building 670, Tokyo
Agenda: 1. Introduction: Overview on Today’s Theme

2.1. Presentation on Legal Assistance by Mr. Eri Ishikawa, Secretary-General, Japan
Association for Refugees

2.2. Presentation on Government’s Policy and Assistance towards the Affected
Populations by Mr. Masakatsu Okamoto, Deputy Secretary-General, Team in
Charge of Assisting the Lives of Disaster Victims, Cabinet Office

2.3. Presentation on the Work of the Councils of Social Welfare by Mr. Atsuo
Shibuya, Deputy Secretary-General, Japan National Council of Social Welfare

3. Q&A

Short Summary of the Meeting

The 6th Inter-Agency meeting focused on three themes: legal assistance and prevention of gender
based violence for the affected populations, the Government's relief schemes and compensation
packages, and social welfare assistance to the affected populations. Three panellists were invited to
present their experience and observation on these topics: Ms. Ishikawa from the Japan Association
of Refugees (JAR), Mr. Okamoto from the Team in Charge of Assisting the Lives of Disaster Victims of
the Cabinet Office, and Ms. Shibuya from the Japan National Council of Social Welfare (JNCSW).

JAR has been providing legal counselling to the affected populations in partnership with the lawyers
group. In order to make the legal counselling approachable, JAR and lawyers group made a picture
card show. Majority of the counselling focuses on financial issues, such as financial loan, eligibility
and administrative procedure for receiving government’s compensation package, and inheritance.
JAR also provides information on telephone counselling for women while it provides hygiene items to
the affected population. It also provides multilingual information to foreign residents in Japan.

The Team in Charge of Assisting the Lives of Disaster Victims was established to provide assistance to
the affected populations of the Great East Japan Earthquake. The team is currently managing the
assistance to evacuees, restoration of infrastructures and livelihoods, and reinforcement of
municipalities. In addition to above tasks, the team is also focusing on the assistance to residents and
evacuees affected by nuclear issue in Fukushima, to the home-based evacuees, and elderly persons
in the evacuation centres.

JNCSW has facilitated the network of social workers from the Councils of Social Welfare at the
prefectural and municipal levels to reach out the affected populations in and outside the affected
areas in order to prevent isolation of evacuees and to maintain the community’s network. The
Councils of Social Welfare have also connected volunteers and affected populations through the
management of volunteer centres in the disaster areas.

There will be no Inter-Agency meeting on 21 May 2011, but will resume on the week of 23 May.
The details of the next meeting will be circulated through the Inter-Agency mailing list.
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